
Annex A

The terms of reference for the inquiry:

During the current Assembly, the Presiding Officer and Business Committee 
have introduced a number of procedural reforms, including changing the 
deadlines for tabling Oral Assembly Questions, introducing regular Individual 
Member Debates, and leaders’ and spokespeople’s questions.

o What impact have these changes had in enabling Members 
to represent their constituents and hold the government 
to account?

For the first time, the committee structure of the Fourth Assembly, combined 
policy and legislative scrutiny within the same committees.

o How effective has this approach been and how have 
committees achieved a balance between their policy, 
financial and legislative scrutiny?

o What changes could be made to committee size and 
structure in future to make them more effective?

The Business Committee is responsible for setting the Assembly timetable, 
including scheduling committee meetings. Currently, Plenary meets on 
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons, with committees meeting mostly on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, and Thursdays. 

o Does the current Assembly timetable, including the 
structure of the working week and committee/Plenary 
slots provide the correct balance in terms of the use of the 
Assembly’s time, allowing it to effectively perform its 
functions of making laws, representing the people of 
Wales, and holding the government to account?



The Business Committee is responsible for establishing timetables for 
committees to consider Bills, and LCMs, in line with Standing Orders.

o Do the current processes for timetabling legislation – 
including Bills and LCMs – allow for proper scrutiny and 
engagement by Members and stakeholders? Could it be 
made more effective? 

Unlike its equivalents in many other legislatures, the Assembly’s Business 
Committee combines the role of scheduling Assembly business with that of a 
‘procedures committee’ responsible for considering and proposing changes 
to the Assembly’s Standing Orders and procedures.

o What are the advantages and disadvantages of this dual 
role, and is there a case for reviewing it?


